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more than your routite of
The key for Hicks was no one had o Jeep of thi
 nature, so it allowed him 10 use his creative
instinets and fabrication o skills (0 come
up with a conecept all his own _
“I just Itke to be different,” Hicks said,
who inoved to the Cirolina’s back in
1990 from Bast Providence R 1 1o
chase his NASCAR dreams.
“I'have learped in all of
W my years that being dilferent 1]
can make all of the differ-
ence in the world, Any one
can build an off road
machine that is equipped
with all of the bells and
whistles, but (o come up
with a quality ides and mun
with it | important in this
husiness. | think we
116 ddid that with this
particular build.”

Knowing he was going to be off-roading
every chance he could, Hicks wanted a
machine that was built not enly for durshili-
Ly, but for camfort just like a daily driver.

Upaon linding this Comanche, he quick-
Iy realized he didn't have much to work
with. Hicks thought the price might huve
been a litile steep for the shape the Jecp
wis in, but he knew with what he had in
mind so the money and the effort would be
worth the overall price.

“1 think once you have o vision of a
build you need to run with it because it
most instances that vision cun lake a person
a long way,” Hicks said. “Money definitely
dictales what you can and cannol do, but in
thix case, this Jeep was bagically built with
a Jot of spure parts we had laying around
the shop. So looking ut the big picture, it
was definitely cost-gffective. It wasa't
because it was my project, but the build
definitely allowed all of us nt HTP to show-
case our lalents.”

When Hicks first staned the project, he
noticed the engine work that needed 1o he
done was minimal. Hicks needed 10 re-cam
the engine, but elected to drop ina 1994 4.0
¢l engine in It, which he feels help oot with
fuel mileage in the long run. The Jeep also
bl 4 1] gears instalied.

“There is just =0 moch more you can
do with Tuel infection, and another plus is
that, there are so many upgrades for them,”
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Hicks said. “An added bonus was we were
able to develop more power and tongue on
the bottom. | think this motor concepl prob-
ably is comparable 10 o small block Chevy,”

OLD VS NEW

Hicks® plan of atteck was 10 take a old-
tirne favorite an add a modemn feel (o the
bulld, In mest instances air condiboning
worttldn't be an option lor a offroad Jeep
build, but Hicks thought differently ax it is
bt duriag the summer months in North
Carolina.

The imerior is eguipped with bucket
seuts, four-point belis an a custom internal
cage, which was faobricated by HTP. Hicks
made the passenger seal slide Torward
enough &0 his 10-
year-old daughter
Haolly could enjoy
riding around in it
us well. Hicks" wife
Kim is also a big
fan of the leep.

Meanwhile,
|r'|¢' "\.'.I'ij"'L‘ll.'ﬁI'l'l!'I sa
one-of-a-kind built
by HTPF. The low-
ers are adjustable
nrms fnbricated by
HTP and the
shocks are actunlly
from an carly
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